Defending democracy

Monitor has in recent years catalogued a succession of
astonishing events in British constitutional politics: the
2014 Scottish independence referendum; the 2016 Brexit
referendum; the parliamentary battle that ensued under
Theresa May’s divided minority government post-2017;
Boris Johnson’s unlawful parliamentary prorogation of
2019; and the politics of COVID-19 lockdown post-2020.

The shock likely to dominate memories of 2022 -
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order. The war is not only a terrible tragedy for all those
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has seen a suspension of normal working. Hostile
exchanges at Prime Minister’s Questions have been
replaced by pledges of unity. The House of Commons
has given standing ovations to Ukraine’s ambassador in
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A mutinous Conservative Party that had been gearing
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Volodymyr Zelenskyy (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0) by UK Prime
Minister.

How Putin’s war might shift British politics beyond

the short term remains to be seen. In this edition of
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consultations — have a momentum that will run on.
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that government whips have engaged in underhand
tactics that were described by one MP as equivalent to
‘blackmail’. This crisis also helped trigger the defection
of Christian Wakeford) QT jsv Fyv} Wsyxl wirgi 645=(0
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also be concerned by the wider group of MPs who have
simply expressed concerns about the personal conduct
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avoided public comment entirely.

Boris Johnson leaves for PMQs (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0) by UK
Prime Minister.

Number 10 has attempted to repair relations with its
Tegofirgliwl {ixl measures ranging from one-on-one
meetings with the Prime Minister to the re-establishment
of backbench Conservative policy committees. Johnson
has also moved the two senior ministers central to
parliamentary relations — the Chief Whip and Leader
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Rees-Mogg (see page 9).

These strategies may only provide a brief respite. There
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elections in May. Any of these could spark a further
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premiership.

Parliamentary committees in confict with
the executive

Several House of Lords committees have criticised the
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The Committee on Standards’ recommendation

formed part of its much wider review of the MPs’

Code of Conduct. Initial recommendations were
published for consultation on 29 November. In addition
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the committee recommended new rules aimed at
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It also sought views on whether some stages of the
process might be delegated to an independent lay panel
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On 4 March the Committee published a review of
sievriww erh rexyvep iywagil in the Commons’ standards
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which was endorsed by the government in November.

The Committee on Standards will now consider the
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put to the Commons for approval.

Former Speaker found guilty of bullying

An independent panel has concluded that John Bercow
was a ‘serial bully’ who was guilty of numerous acts of
misconduct during his time as Speaker of the House of
Commons. Complaints were made by several former
teweqirxev} weJ gigfiwi nrgpyhirk Lord Lisvane
(Robert Rogers)) {1s wivzih jsvepgswx xlvii }iew ew
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harassment.
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allegations were ‘fabricated’ and a result of ‘collusion’.
He also argued — unsuccessfully — that he was not
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parliamentary scrutiny. As the Hansard Society and
Bingham Centre for the Rule of Law have pointed out0
xlw vidigxw long-standing problems with the scrutiny
process for delegated legislation.
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currently conducting an inquiry into the future of retained
1Y pe{0 Llrgl nw glend Fip Gewl0 has said will address
the potential mechanisms for its amendment. The inquiry
has published a call for evidence: submissions can be
sent to the committee online and the deadline for doing
so is 18 April.

UK-EU Parliamentary Partnership Assembly

Ir iey} Higigfivw teweqirxekviihxs xIi YO
participation in the YO&IY Teweqirxev} Tewriwlrt
Assembly (PPA) — an interparliamentary forum for the UK
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the Trade and Cooperation Agreement (TCA) that sets out
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and make recommendations to — the Partnership Council
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They disagreed on some of the mechanisms for such
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permanent Joint Committee on Digital Regulation; but
the DCMS Committee opposed this as a duplication of
its own ’constitutional role’.

Both committees also criticised the weakness of the
draft bill's measures against disinformation and other
related harms to democracy. The Joint Committee
proposed a range of measures to tackle disinformation
erh gmwrjsvgexisr? Ix ehhih( gHwirjsvgexisr erh
misinformation surrounding elections are a risk to
democracy. Disinformation which aims to disrupt
elections must be addressed by legislation’ — either

xIi Srpri Wejix} Fmp svxli gywirx Ipigasrw Fipp2 X1
HGQW Gsgagmxi il qier{Ipil weth xlex x1i hiArsr
of harmful content should ‘explicitly account for any
intention of electoral interference and voter suppression’.
Both committees urged better protections for legitimate
speech in the democratic sphere.

The government had not yet responded formally to either
report when Monitor went to press. But it has committed
to strengthening the bill in several respects from the draft
—including tighter rules on illegal content. The timetable
jsv furkirk x1i Arep fip jsv{evh mw rsx }ix ors{r?

Boundary reviews

The review of constituency boundaries for elections to
the House of Commons has moved to its secondary
consultation period. Responses to the four Boundary
Commissions’ initial proposals have been published.
The secondary consultation period gives individuals
and organisations an opportunity to comment on those
responses — either in writing or at public hearings —
before the Commissions decide whether to amend
their proposals.

The number of responses during the primary
consultation period varied widely across the four parts
sjxli YO> 780648 ir Irkperh055-0 Il — Y3 0& T erhéhlisr

er


https://www.gov.uk/government/news/online-safety-law-to-be-strengthened-to-stamp-out-illegal-content
https://www.bcs2023review.com/
https://bcomm-wales.gov.uk/reviews/12-21/representations-received-during-initial-consultation-period
https://www.boundarycommission.org.uk/2023-review/representations-received/stage/initial
https://bcomm-wales.gov.uk/reviews?f_review_type_term_target_id=7
https://www.climateassembly.scot/
https://www.climateassembly.scot/
https://www.climateassembly.scot/statement-of-response
https://archive2021.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13606&i=123470#ScotParlOR
https://archive2021.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13606&i=123470#ScotParlOR
/constitution-unit/research/deliberative-democracy/democracy-uk-after-brexit/citizens-assembly-democracy-uk
/constitution-unit/news/2022/jan/people-want-politicians-act-integrity-says-citizens-assembly

‘Partygate’ prompts changes at Number 10
and Cabinet Ofce

On 30 November the Daily Mirror reported that there had
been parties at Number 10 in the run up to Christmas
64640 e tivish LLir xhi viwx sjxIi gsyrw} {ewir
lockdown.

Downing Street initially denied that any party had taken
tegil Fyxr xi jsps{ork Liiow wxsviiw sj wigmev §zirxw
emerged: in the Prime Minister’s flat0 in the Cabinet room
srxli Tuwqgi Qrrwxiviw Fivxlhe}) erh in the garden of
Number 102 X111 Twigi Qirmxiviw s3grep wtsoiwtiwsr
Allegra Stratton resigned on 8 December after appearing
xs nsoi efsyxxl1 gexivexe qsgo tviww gsrjivirgi?

Cabinet Secretary Simon Case was initially tasked with
piehirk er rrziwakexsri Fyx uyngop} stepped aside
after it was reported that one of the events took place
ir Inw sAgi2 Wyi Kve} wigsrh Tivgerirx Wigvixev} ex
the Department for Levelling Up and a former Director
Kirivep sj Tvstwix} erh Ixhigwir x1i Gefirix S3gil
took over the investigation. Days before she was due
xs vitsw xIi Qixvstsyxer Tspgi announced that it
{ewpeyrghirk mw s{r nruyn}2 Kve} xlivijsvi hipe}tih
tyfowlork 1iv Arhorkw or jyp irwxieh tvshygirk er
interim report on 31 January. It stated that there had
Fiir 5: gkexlivirkwl0 sj {Inigl 56 vieglih xIi |



https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/politics/boris-johnson-broke-covid-lockdown-25585238
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2022/jan/31/sue-gray-report-criticises-no-10-over-difficult-to-justify-parties
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2022/jan/26/ambushed-with-a-cake-defence-of-boris-johnson-inspires-mirth
https://news.sky.com/story/boris-johnson-says-nobody-told-me-no-10-lockdown-garden-party-was-against-the-rules-12519115
https://news.sky.com/story/boris-johnson-says-nobody-told-me-no-10-lockdown-garden-party-was-against-the-rules-12519115
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2021/dec/08/allegra-stratton-leaves-cop26-role-after-no-10-christmas-party-video
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-59701369
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2022/jan/25/met-police-investigating-downing-street-parties-cressida-dick-says
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/investigation-into-alleged-gatherings-on-government-premises-during-covid-restrictions-update
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-statement-on-the-sue-gray-report-31-january-2022
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/blog/boris-johnson-office-prime-minister
https://twitter.com/BBCPolitics/status/1488180391458578434?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-60204842
https://www.newstatesman.com/politics/conservatives/2022/02/night-of-the-long-knives-at-downing-street
https://www.newstatesman.com/politics/uk-politics/2022/02/how-can-steve-barclay-be-no-10-chief-of-staff-and-remain-a-minister
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-60319648
https://www.flickr.com/photos/number10gov/51871923716/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/number10gov/51871923716/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/number10gov/
https://www.flickr.com/people/number10gov/
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2022/feb/09/pm-criticised-for-making-mark-spencer-leader-of-the-commons
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-60305006
https://www.civilserviceworld.com/professions/article/reesmogg-sets-out-plans-to-shrink-civil-service-and-get-it-under-control
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-60366086
https://rookirwinsweeney.co.uk/high-court-rules-that-government-acted-illegally-by-operating-a-vip-lane-when-awarding-ppe-contracts-in-a-judicial-review-brought-by-our-clients-good-law-project-and-everydoctor/
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2022/jan/24/minister-resigns-in-protest-at-handling-of-fraudulent-covid-loans
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answering a Private Notice Question (equivalent to a
Commons Urgent Question) in the House of Lords.

He said that he felt unable to defend the ‘desperately
inadequate’ anti-fraud measures protecting the
COVID-19 business loan schemes. The National Audit
S3Agi estimated that the schemes lost £4.9 billion as a
consequence and Agnew told peers that the Treasury
ettievih ixs lezi rs ors{pihki sj0 sv pxxpd nrxiviwx nrl
the consequences of fraud to our economy or society’.

Sr 7 Qevgll Ekri{ gave evidence to the Lords Fraud
Act 2006 and Digital Fraud Committee. He said that

he had spent a lot of time attempting to ‘generate
qgsvi mrxiviwx erh gsrgivrl {xlir kszivrqirx erh
partially attributed his lack of success to the ‘siloing’ of
hitewxgirw erh e pego sj msir yti2 Li vigsqqirhih
xlex e shik  ivitvsApii gqormxiv wisyph Fi viwtsrwifyi
for counter-fraud and that a new government ‘unit’
wlsyph Fi gviexih xlex ger Isph hifivirx tevw sj x1i
government to account.

Electoral Commission report on Downing
Street fat

Sr = HigigFivxli Iiigxsve) Gsqgmwisr published

the conclusion of its investigation into payments for the
vijyvEwlgirx sjxbi Twgi Qurmxiviw Hs{ rirk Wxvi ix aex? i
found that the Conservative Party had failed to accurately



https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2022/jan/29/how-the-uk-government-lost-49bn-to-covid-loan
https://parliamentlive.tv/Event/Index/46a9a341-1118-4ae8-b7ba-da7ba0d4fdda
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/who-we-are-and-what-we-do/our-enforcement-work/investigations/report-investigation-conservative-and-unionist-party-recording-and-reporting-payments
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2022/jan/06/no-10-refurb-lord-geidt-criticises-pm-but-says-he-did-not-deliberately-mislead
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/advice-from-the-independent-adviser-on-ministers-interests-december-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/upholding-standards-in-public-life-published-report
https://www.civilserviceworld.com/news/article/former-home-office-perm-sec-rutnam-settles-constructive-dismissal-case
https://www.civilserviceworld.com/news/article/former-home-office-perm-sec-rutnam-settles-constructive-dismissal-case
/constitution-unit/news/2021/mar/monitor-77-change-continuity-and-uncertain-future-union
https://www.civilserviceworld.com/professions/article/home-office-perm-sec-resigns-over-priti-patel-row-and-vows-to-sue-government-for-constructive-dismissal
/constitution-unit/sites/constitution-unit/files/monitor_74.pdf
https://www.civilserviceworld.com/in-depth/article/dave-penman-why-the-fda-launched-a-judicial-review-over-pms-support-for-patel
https://www.politicshome.com/news/article/priti-patel-did-bully-staff-but-pm-decides-no-further-action
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/937010/Findings_of_the_Independent_Adviser.pdf
https://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Admin/2021/3279.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/appointment-of-baroness-gisela-stuart-to-the-post-of-first-civil-service-commissioner
https://committees.parliament.uk/oralevidence/3390/html/
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5802/cmselect/cmpubadm/984/report.html

The Royal Family and the law

Sr 57 Neryev}) xIi ervlgsrevgl} kvsyt Vityfug
released a letter signed by more than 150 former
members of the Armed Forces asking the Queen to
strip Prince Andrew of his eight British military titles.
The reason given was his conduct in relation to the civil
case Aih £} Zvkorte Ky fvi0 {Is epikih wli leh Fiir
jsvgih nrxs wi Jyep irgsyrxivw Ll Ing2 Xt weqi he})
Buckingham Palace announced that ‘the Duke of York’s
qmxev} edpexisrw erh Vs}ep texsrekiw lezi fiir
returned to the Queen’ and he will no longer use the title
‘His Royal Highness’.

E gsrxl jexiv Tuirgi Erhvi€ wixoih xI'i gierq ekenrwx
him for an undisclosed sum. He made no admission of
kymx0 L Ingl w e wxerhevh gsrhmsr sj wygl wixgiq i rw?
Itis incredibly unlikely that he will ever return as a
working royal.

The Metropolitan Police has launched an investigation
jsps{irk epikexisrw xlex xhi Tvirgiw Jsyrhexsr(

sj {Igl Twirgi Glewiwmw tviwhird sJivih Ligtr
wigywirk e ortkIxIssh jsv sri sj mw hsrswi Qeljsy~

fir Qeljsy~2 XIi glew}w Glnij I']igyxzil Qigleip
Je{{gixd resigned in November following an independent
irziwakexisr F} eyhsw Ivrwx erh Jsyrk irxs mw
fundraising practices. The police investigation will focus
sr epikexsrw sj sfirgiw yrhivxli Honours (Prevention
of Abuses) Act 19250 {ligl virhivw xI'i wepi sj Isrsyw
yre{jyR Qeljsy~ {ew e{evhih er Isrsvev} GFI exe
twizexi irziwxxyvi jsps{rk hsrexisrw xs Hyqjwiw Lsywi(
which is part of the Prince’s Foundation. These events
prompted the Charity Commission to open a statutory
inquiry nrxs xIi Fyvoilw Tiiveki Jsyrhexsr( hyi xs mw
mrow xs x1i Qeljsy~ Jsyrhexsri {ligl xli Gsgqmwisr
has been investigating since November. Children and the
Evaw0 LIngl lew Twirgi Glevwiw ew e texvsri referred itself
to the same regulator back in September.

Prince Harry ettyih jsviyhigier vizii{ sj e Lsqi S3gi
decision to deny him police protection when he visits the
YOU hiwtixi Iw gsqqmqirx xs te} jsvxli gsww sj wygl
a service himself. The Duke of Sussex says his private
wigywn} xieq gerrsxvitygexi xIi {svo sj x1i tspgil
given the latter’s legal authority and access to local
intelligence. He lost his taxpayer-funded police security
after he stepped back from royal duties in 2020.
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The Independent Human Rights Act Review

The Independent Human Rights Act Review ,ILVEV-)
glevih f} jsvgiv Gsyw sj Ettiepnyhki Tixiv Kvswwl
was published by the government on 7 December. A
{iioexiv sr 58 Higiqfiv Psvh Glergipsv Hsqnrig
Veef gsrAvqih hyvirk a Commons debate on the report
that the government had commenced a consultation on
a proposed package of ‘reforms’ to the human rights
framework of the UK.

Lord Chancellor Dominic Raab7901000130003%p -1.5 Td[@04A004F09



https://www.republic.org.uk/british_military_veterans_call_on_queen_to_sack_andrew
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2021/aug/09/virginia-giuffre-sues-prince-andrew-jeffrey-epstein
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2021/aug/09/virginia-giuffre-sues-prince-andrew-jeffrey-epstein
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/prince-andrews-legal-team-decline-comment-us-court-decision-2022-01-13/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-60393843
https://www.reuters.com/world/uk/no-way-back-prince-andrew-after-abuse-settlement-royal-watchers-say-2022-02-15/
https://www.reuters.com/world/uk/uk-police-probe-cash-for-honours-allegations-prince-charless-charity-2022-02-16/
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2021/nov/12/prince-charless-former-aide-quits-as-charity-boss-amid-cash-for-honours-claims
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Geo5/15-16/72
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Geo5/15-16/72
https://www.civilsociety.co.uk/news/inquiry-launched-into-fourth-charity-linked-to-prince-of-wales-cash-for-honours-claims.html
https://www.civilsociety.co.uk/news/inquiry-launched-into-fourth-charity-linked-to-prince-of-wales-cash-for-honours-claims.html
https://www.civilsociety.co.uk/news/charity-commission-opens-inquiry-into-third-charity-linked-to-prince-of-wales.html
https://www.civilsociety.co.uk/news/prince-charles-charity-commission.html
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2022/jan/15/prince-harry-presses-for-police-protection-to-visit-uk-with-family
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-51040751
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/independent-human-rights-act-review
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2021-12-14/debates/4235318A-10FB-4485-8743-50BF677E929A/HumanRightsLegislation
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/human-rights/human-rights-act-reform/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/192333790@N05/51683544722/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/192333790@N05/
https://www.flickr.com/people/192333790@N05/
/constitution-unit/news/2021/nov/monitor-79-what-democratic-backsliding-feels
https://ukhumanrightsblog.com/2022/01/24/the-independent-human-rights-act-review-and-the-governments-bill-of-rights/
https://www.lawgazette.co.uk/news/human-rights-act-consultation-not-a-response-to-my-report-gross/5111359.article
https://www.lawgazette.co.uk/news/human-rights-act-consultation-not-a-response-to-my-report-gross/5111359.article
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/42/contents



https://rozenberg.substack.com/p/rights-consultation-delayed?s=r
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3035
https://www.supremecourt.uk/cases/uksc-2010-0176.html
https://www.supremecourt.uk/cases/uksc-2010-0176.html
https://www.3pbdirect.co.uk/faq/what-is-a-quashing-order/
https://consoc.org.uk/the-judicial-review-and-courts-bill-how-much-space-is-left-for-the-rule-of-law/
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt5802/jtselect/jtrights/884/88402.htm
https://ukhumanrightsblog.com/incorporated-rights/articles-index/article-13/
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/contact-or-visit-us/press-office/press-releases/new-bill-risks-weakening-checks-on-power
https://ukconstitutionallaw.org/2021/11/23/samuel-beswick-prospective-quashing-and-the-rule-of-law/
https://www.libertyhumanrights.org.uk/issue/liberty-responds-to-judicial-review-bill-vote/
https://www.libertyhumanrights.org.uk/issue/liberty-responds-to-judicial-review-bill-vote/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2022-02-21/debates/4C9F3839-15A8-4BC7-85E8-370C17341960/JudicialReviewAndCourtsBill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2022-02-21/debates/4C9F3839-15A8-4BC7-85E8-370C17341960/JudicialReviewAndCourtsBill
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/690527/Joint_Ministerial_Committee_communique%CC%81-_14_March_2018.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-review-of-intergovernmental-relations
https://constitution-unit.com/2022/01/19/green-shoots-for-the-union-the-joint-review-of-intergovernmental-relations/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/316157/MoU_between_the_UK_and_the_Devolved_Administrations.pdf
https://constitution-unit.com/2022/01/19/green-shoots-for-the-union-the-joint-review-of-intergovernmental-relations/
https://constitution-unit.com/2022/01/19/green-shoots-for-the-union-the-joint-review-of-intergovernmental-relations/

I|xivrep gsqqirxev} geyxisrih xbexd L xIi vizni{
tvszthih jsv wikriAgery} iqtvszih ewerkiqgirw sr
tetiv xli glerkiw {ivi rigiwwev} Fyx irwy3gni rx

jsv irwywrk xli 1 figozi erh qierirkjyp stivexisr sj
IKV2 lir e report L Irgl wysrkp} ehzsgexih skviexiv isirx
Lsvorrkl FixLiir kszivrgirw) xIi Lsywi sj Psvhw
Constitution Committee concluded that the review
‘appears to have addressed many of the defects in

xIi tvizisyw wxvygxyvil2 LsLiziv ix epws evkyih xlex
the success of the new arrangements would depend
on whether the governments are ‘committed to using
the new structures to cooperate on achieving shared
sthiigaziwd vexlivxler mqty} gerekirk 6 sv xeorrk
sttswyrmniw xs eggirxyexi 6 xIiv hnfivirgiwe
Gsrwaxyxisr Yrix Jips{ Tvsjiwwsy Rigspe Qgl{ir
similarly stressed that ‘the proof will be in the practice’.

One indication of continuing intergovernmental tension
was the UK government’s announcement of legislation

xs vizwi xhi tvsgiww jsv eqirhirk vixerrih 1Y e wii
tekiw 96:-0 Lligl Lew kviixih £} familiar complaints
about a lack of consultation. The devolved administrations
sJivih e qsvi gr]ih viwtsrwi xs Rszigfiviw Union
Connectivity Review of transport infrastructure. It was
criticised by Scottish First Minister Nicola Sturgeon as ‘a
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https://www.centreonconstitutionalchange.ac.uk/news-and-opinion/union-connectivity-review-and-unionism
https://thecritic.co.uk/issues/november-2021/putting-muscle-behind-the-union/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1039472/Thirteenth_EUWA_and_Common_Frameworks_Report.pdf
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https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/explainers/county-deals
https://www.harrogateadvertiser.co.uk/news/politics/north-yorkshire-and-york-mayor-could-be-elected-in-2024-as-devolution-plans-progress-3554302
https://www.harrogateadvertiser.co.uk/news/politics/north-yorkshire-and-york-mayor-could-be-elected-in-2024-as-devolution-plans-progress-3554302
https://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/government-outline-levelling-up-plans-22952436
https://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/government-outline-levelling-up-plans-22952436
https://www.lgcplus.com/politics/devolution-and-economic-growth/exclusive-burnham-set-to-begin-fast-track-devo-talks-14-02-2022/
https://www.wmca.org.uk/news/plans-to-give-greater-powers-to-the-west-midlands-welcomed-as-levelling-up-strategy-is-published/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/192333790@N05/51826159273/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/192333790@N05/51826159273/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/192333790@N05/
https://www.flickr.com/people/192333790@N05/
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Northern Ireland

On 3 February the Democratic Unionist Party (DUP)
acted on its long-standing threat to withdraw from

xIi Rswlivr Wviperh 1] igyxzi rr tvsxiwx ekenrwx x1i
Northern Ireland Protocol (see opposite for more details).
XEE HYT Jnvwx Qurawxiw) Teyp Kizer( wxittih hs{rl
which by law also removed Michelle O’Neill of Sinn Féin
as deputy First Minister. Other ministers — regardless of
xIiv tew} edpexisr 6 vigenr nr tswx2 IixIsyx x1i Jivwx
Qurmxiv erh hityx}0 Is{iziwxlivi ger Fi rs 1] igyxzi
meetings to approve contentious or crosscutting
giewyviwl piezirk grrmwxivw {xl mgixih jviithsq sj
action. Finance Minister Conor Murphy warned of
money that cannot be spent in the absence of an agreed
Tyhkix eqrih egyxi hndgypaiwir xIi RLW erh sxliv
public services. The DUP’s boycott sj xl'i Fipjewx3Kssh
Juhe} Ekviigiriw RswIoWsyxl trwxxyxisrwl Fikyr pewx
Yiel {m rs hsyfx gsrxryi 6 hiwtxi xIi High Court
again ruling it illegall Fyx ymqexip} Fi}srhpikejvigih}
X1 sxliv gerr tevaiw ep guagwih Kizeriw viwikrexsri
including the Ulster Unionist Party0 {higl jievih ix {ew
ultimately contrary to unionist interests.

There is no doubt an element of election tactics in the
DUP’s actions and timing: recent polling shows it unlikely
to be the largest party after the upcoming Assembly
ipigasrwl pswirk e pevki tvstsvxisr sj ixw ievpniv zsxil
although that decline was less severe than in other

recent polls.

Assembly elections will proceed on 5 May as scheduled.
XLiviejxiv yrhivvigirx Westminster legislation0
rikswexsrw xs viwxsvi xIi 1]igywzi ge} ks sr jsv
ytxs 68 Liiowl ejxiv LlIrgl jywliv ipigusrw gqywx Fi
gepih2 Ix ge} Fi tevigypew} hidgymx xs tyx xskixlive
jyroasrirk 1] igywzi2 Hifivirgiw szivxli Tvsxsgsp evi
sri jegxsv? Fyx ersxlivmw xlex jsv xli Awmx xiqi e yrisrmx
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20 | Monitor 80 | Constitution Unit | ISSN 1465-4377

Bulletin Board

Bob Morris was quoted in an Express report on
the news that the Duchess of Cornwall was to be
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The publication of partial results of the Citizens’
Assembly on Democracy in the UK was reported on ¢mO 0Td()TP.009 Tc p& of Cor0S98on
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https://www.politics.co.uk/in-depth/2022/02/01/standards-in-public-life-where-did-it-all-go-wrong/
https://www.prospectmagazine.co.uk/magazine/letters-march-2022-edition
https://ukandeu.ac.uk/podcasts/brexit-and-beyond-meg-russell/
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/events/john-major
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/sir-john-majors-speech-in-full-if-trust-is-lost-at-home-our-politics-is-broken-r3tc3bjx0
/constitution-unit/research/deliberative-democracy/democracy-uk-after-brexit/what-kind-democracy-do-people-want
https://ukandeu.ac.uk/research-papers/british-politics-after-brexit/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/british-journal-of-political-science/article/abs/no-longer-conforming-to-stereotypes-gender-political-style-and-parliamentary-debate-in-the-uk/90A859B95E11AF370728DC29B778891F
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/british-journal-of-political-science/article/abs/no-longer-conforming-to-stereotypes-gender-political-style-and-parliamentary-debate-in-the-uk/90A859B95E11AF370728DC29B778891F
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/british-journal-of-political-science/article/abs/no-longer-conforming-to-stereotypes-gender-political-style-and-parliamentary-debate-in-the-uk/90A859B95E11AF370728DC29B778891F
https://www.wfd.org/what-we-do/resources/post-legislative-scrutiny-uk-parliament
https://www.wfd.org/what-we-do/resources/post-legislative-scrutiny-uk-parliament
https://consoc.org.uk/publications/the-constitution-in-review-2/
https://consoc.org.uk/publications/the-constitution-in-review-2/
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/publications/whitehall-monitor-2022
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Upcoming events

The Platinum Jubilee and Future of the Monarchy

Bob Morris) Lsrsvev} Wirsv Viwievgl Ewwsgrexi ex
xIi Gsrwaxyxisr Yrmx) Carolyn Harris0 lrwxvygxsv ir
Lmxsv} ex xhi Yriziwi} sj Xsvsrxsi Craig Prescottl
Lecturer in Law at the University of Bangor.

Chair: Robert Hazell0 jsvgiv Hvigxsv sj xI i
Constitution Unit.

17 March at 6pm.
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