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Defending democracy 
Monitor has in recent years catalogued a succession of 
astonishing events in British constitutional politics: the 
2014 Scottish independence referendum; the 2016 Brexit 
referendum; the parliamentary battle that ensued under 
Theresa May’s divided minority government post-2017; 
Boris Johnson’s unlawful parliamentary prorogation of 
2019; and the politics of COVID-19 lockdown post-2020.

The shock likely to dominate memories of 2022 – 
Vywwmeùw etteppmrk mrzewmsr sj Yovemri ô mw sj e hmʆivirx 
order. The war is not only a terrible tragedy for all those 
hmvigxp} eʆigxih0 sr xli {svph wxeki mx mw Iyvstiùw 
darkest and potentially most dangerous moment at least 
wmrgi xli Gsph [ev wxerhsʆ sj xli 5=:4w0 erh tivletw 
wmrgi 5=892 Mr viwtsrwi0 Fvmxmwl gsrwxmxyxmsrep tspmxmgw 
has seen a suspension of normal working. Hostile 
exchanges at Prime Minister’s Questions have been 
replaced by pledges of unity. The House of Commons 
has given standing ovations to Ukraine’s ambassador in 
London0 erh xlir xs mxw Presidirx0 Zspsh}q}v Zelenskyy. 
A mutinous Conservative Party that had been gearing 
yt0 tivletw0 xs xsttpi mxw piehiv rs{ fmhiw mxw xmqi2 

Image above: Fsvmw Nslrwsr erh xli Tviwmhirx sj Yovemri0 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0) by UK Prime 
Minister. 

How Putin’s war might shift British politics beyond 
the short term remains to be seen. In this edition of 
Monitor0 xli hizipstqirxw hmwgywwih qswxp} tvihexi 
xli mrzewmsr2 Wsqi sj xliwi ô rsxefp}0 e vejx sj fmppw erh 
consultations – have a momentum that will run on.  

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2022-02-23/debates/C205FAE1-B4C4-4AE1-9AA5-41DD408B9CB9/Engagements#contribution-3EAB1DFE-0053-46F7-B8DA-24E6615934C5
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/ukrainian-ambassador-receives-standing-ovation-uk-lawmakers-2022-03-02/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/ukrainian-ambassador-receives-standing-ovation-uk-lawmakers-2022-03-02/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/03/08/zelensky-uk-parliament-address-war-ukraine/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/number10gov/51855409827/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/number10gov/51855409827/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/number10gov/
https://www.flickr.com/people/number10gov/
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2022/jan/24/a-full-list-of-alleged-government-covid-rule-busting-parties
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2022/jan/24/a-full-list-of-alleged-government-covid-rule-busting-parties
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-59701369
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-59701369
https://news.sky.com/story/all-the-tory-mps-who-we-know-have-submitted-letters-of-no-confidence-in-boris-johnson-so-far-12519797
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2022/jan/25/met-police-investigating-downing-street-parties-cressida-dick-says
http://constitution-unit.com
http://www.ucl.ac.uk
https://twitter.com/ConUnit_MyAV��
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/constitution-unit/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCh_CIMLYiiw3uK10yJUDTNA
https://the-constitution-unit.simplecast.com/episodes
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https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/173/delegated-powers-and-regulatory-reform-committee/news/159146/two-lords-reports-published-on-the-balance-of-power-between-parliament-and-the-executive/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/prime-minister-pledges-brexit-freedoms-bill-to-cut-eu-red-tape#:~:text=Our new Brexit Freedoms Bill,legacy EU rules is essential.
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/prime-minister-pledges-brexit-freedoms-bill-to-cut-eu-red-tape#:~:text=Our new Brexit Freedoms Bill,legacy EU rules is essential.
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/blog/brexit-freedoms-bill-parliament
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/blog/brexit-freedoms-bill-parliament
https://www.hansardsociety.org.uk/projects/delegated-legislation-review
https://twitter.com/ConUnit_MyAV��/status/1483458121607622659?s=20&t=ru4oMysNdgB57YwWwsO3Ew
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5802/cmselect/cmpubadm/597/summary.html
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/who-we-are-and-what-we-do/our-views-and-research/key-correspondence/letter-commissioners-strategy-and-policy-statement-measures-elections-bill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2022-02-23/debates/C2C4E1E1-857D-432A-B3EC-916587E528CB/ElectionsBill
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/human-rights-act-reform-a-modern-bill-of-rights
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/independent-human-rights-act-review#the-panels-report
/constitution-unit/research/deliberative-democracy/democracy-uk-after-brexit
/constitution-unit/research/deliberative-democracy/democracy-uk-after-brexit
/constitution-unit/research/deliberative-democracy/democracy-uk-after-brexit/citizens-assembly-democracy-uk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-60241608
https://www.itv.com/news/border/2022-01-13/scottish-tory-msps-back-ross-after-rees-mogg-lightweight-comment
https://gov.wales/independent-commission-constitutional-future-wales
https://gov.wales/independent-commission-constitutional-future-wales
https://levellingup.campaign.gov.uk/?utm_source=Google&utm_medium=Search&utm_campaign=Levelling+Up
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2021/dec/14/what-are-the-biggest-tory-rebellions-in-boris-johnsons-premiership
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2021/dec/14/what-are-the-biggest-tory-rebellions-in-boris-johnsons-premiership
https://ukandeu.ac.uk/reshuffle-the-conservative-governments-relationship-with-its-mps/
https://ukandeu.ac.uk/reshuffle-the-conservative-governments-relationship-with-its-mps/
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2021/nov/07/return-of-the-sleazy-party-the-conservatives-and-the-owen-paterson-affair
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2021/nov/07/return-of-the-sleazy-party-the-conservatives-and-the-owen-paterson-affair
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/explainers/sue-gray-report-update
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/explainers/sue-gray-report-update
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2022/jan/26/ambushed-with-a-cake-defence-of-boris-johnson-inspires-mirth
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2022/feb/04/another-adviser-reportedly-quits-after-meltdown-day-at-no-10
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2022/jan/19/david-davis-tells-boris-johnson-in-the-name-of-god-go-at-chaotic-pmqs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-60093893
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that government whips have engaged in underhand 
tactics that were described by one MP as equivalent to 
‘blackmail’. This crisis also helped trigger the defection 
of Christian Wakeford0 QT jsv Fyv} Wsyxl wmrgi 645=0 
xs xli Pefsyv Tevx}2 Fi}srh xlmw0 xli kszivrqirx qmklx 
also be concerned by the wider group of MPs who have 
simply expressed concerns about the personal conduct 
sj xli Tvmqi Qmrmwxiv0 kmzir pyoi{evq wyttsvx0 sv 
avoided public comment entirely. 

Boris Johnson leaves for PMQs (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0) by UK 
Prime Minister. 

Number 10 has attempted to repair relations with its 
fegofirglivw0 {mxl measures ranging from one-on-one 
meetings with the Prime Minister to the re-establishment 
of backbench Conservative policy committees. Johnson 
has also moved the two senior ministers central to 
parliamentary relations – the Chief Whip and Leader 
sj xli Lsywi sj Gsqqsrw0 epxlsykl xli jsvqiv0 Qevo 
Wtirgiv0 lew wmqtp} xeoir xli nsf sj xli pexxiv0 Negsf 
Rees-Mogg (see page 9). 

These strategies may only provide a brief respite. There 
evi e wivmiw sj ăewltsmrxw elieh0 {mxl er ongoing police 
investigation ,wii teki =- erh Wyi Kve}ùw Ărep vitsvx sr 
xli eppikih fviegliw0 ew {ipp ew tsxirxmepp} xvmgo} psgep 
elections in May. Any of these could spark a further 
{svwirmrk sj vipexmsrw0 erh izir xli irh sj Nslrwsrùw 
premiership.

Parliamentary committees in conflict with 
the executive

Several House of Lords committees have criticised the 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-60054968
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-60054968
https://www.flickr.com/photos/number10gov/51858262159/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/number10gov/
https://www.flickr.com/people/number10gov/
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2022/feb/10/has-boris-johnson-done-enough-to-avoid-a-no-confidence-vote
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-60124162
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-60124162
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld5802/ldselect/ldsecleg/105/10502.htm
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld5802/ldselect/ldsecleg/105/10502.htm
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld5802/ldselect/lddelreg/106/10602.htm
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld5802/ldselect/lddelreg/106/10602.htm
https://lordslibrary.parliament.uk/skeleton-bills-and-delegated-powers/
https://lordslibrary.parliament.uk/skeleton-bills-and-delegated-powers/
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/8704/documents/88287/default/
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/8672/documents/88067/default/
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/1636/working-practices-one-year-on/publications/
https://ukandeu.ac.uk/treaty-scrutiny-in-the-house-of-lords/
https://ukandeu.ac.uk/treaty-scrutiny-in-the-house-of-lords/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2021-02-23/debates/8F92FB28-D51A-4996-8471-7CCAB472F224/TradeBill#contribution-0E8C5FDB-2800-4BBF-84B4-7E89F9E236D7
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/8787/documents/88950/default/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/what-did-owen-paterson-do-b1952077.html
https://www.ft.com/content/28b1fc88-4b1b-4754-ba15-e01ba37dd319
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-59235813
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-59235813
https://news.sky.com/story/mps-give-up-second-jobs-worth-250k-a-year-in-wake-of-westminster-sleaze-row-12484382
https://commonsbusiness.parliament.uk/document/51669/html#_idTextAnchor006
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5802/cmselect/cmstandards/270/report.html#heading-5
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The Committee on Standards’ recommendation 
formed part of its much wider review of the MPs’ 
Code of Conduct. Initial recommendations were 
published for consultation on 29 November. In addition 
xs xli tvstswih wxvirkxlirmrk sj xli psff}mrk fer0 
the committee recommended new rules aimed at 
kyeverxiimrk gmzmpmx} mr tspmxmgep hifexi0 levqsrmwmrk 
xli vypiw jsv higpevexmsr sj Ărergmep mrxiviwxw ,{lmgl 
gyvvirxp} hmʆiv jsv QTw {ls epws wivzi ew qmrmwxivw-0 erh 
tvsxigxmrk gsqtpemrerx gsrĂhirxmepmx} mr fypp}mrk gewiw2 
It also sought views on whether some stages of the 
process might be delegated to an independent lay panel 
wmqmpev xs xli Mrhitirhirx I|tivx Terip xlex szivwiiw 
the Mrhitirhirx Gsqtpemrxw erh Kvmizergi Wgliqi. 

On 4 March the Committee published a review of 
øjemvriww erh rexyvep nywxmgiù in the Commons’ standards 
w}wxiq0 eyxlsvih f} Ivriwx V}hiv0 e jsvqiv nyhki {ls 
once served as Senior President of Tribunals. The review 
{ew epws tvsqtxih f} xli Texivwsr hifexiw0 erh emqih 
xs wtigmĂgepp} ehhviww gpemqw jvsq fegofirglivw wygl 
as Bill Cash and Christopher Chope that the current 
standards procedure is inconsistent with the principles 
sj rexyvep nywxmgi2 Xli vizmi{ gsrgpyhih xlex xli w}wxiq 
{ew jemv0 fyx epws tvstswih ryqivsyw tvsgihyvep 
changes. Several of these were called for during the 
Texivwsr hifexiw0 wygl ew e tvstswih vmklx sj ettiep0 
which was endorsed by the government in November. 

The Committee on Standards will now consider the 
gsrwypxexmsr viwtsrwiw0 mrtyx jvsq oral evidence 
sessions erh xli V}hiv vizmi{ fijsvi tvshygmrk Ărep 
tvstswepw0 mrgpyhmrk e vizmwih Code of Conduct and 
Guide to the Rules for Members0 {lmgl {mpp riih xs fi 
put to the Commons for approval.

Former Speaker found guilty of bullying

An independent panel has concluded that John Bercow 
was a ‘serial bully’ who was guilty of numerous acts of 
misconduct during his time as Speaker of the House of 
Commons. Complaints were made by several former 
tevpmeqirxev} wxeʆ qiqfivw0 mrgpyhmrk Lord Lisvane 
(Robert Rogers)0 {ls wivzih jsv epqswx xlvii }ievw ew 
Fivgs{ùw qswx wirmsv sʇgmep0 xli Gpivo sj xli Gsqqsrw2 
Xli Tevpmeqirxev} Gsqqmwwmsriv jsv Wxerhevhw0 Oexlv}r 
Wxsri0 ytliph 65 witevexi eppikexmsrw sj fypp}mrk erh 
harassment. 

Xli Mrhitirhirx Gsqtpemrxw erh Kvmizergi Wgliqi 
,MGKW- yrhiv {lmgl eppikexmsrw sj fypp}mrk erh 
levewwqirx evi higmhih eʆsvhw viwtsrhirxw e vmklx xs 

ettiep xs er Mrhitirhirx I|tivx Terip ,MIT-2 Yrpmoi xli 
Committee on Standards that dealt with the Paterson 
gewi ,wii efszi- ô xli MIT hsiw rsx lezi QTw eqsrk 
mxw qiqfivwlmt2 [lir Fivgs{ ettiepih0 li gpemqih xli 
allegations were ‘fabricated’ and a result of ‘collusion’.  
He also argued – unsuccessfully – that he was not 
wyfnigx xs xli MGKW Fypp}mrk erh Levewwqirx Tspmg}. 

Xli MIT tyfpmwlih mxw report sr = Qevgl2 Mx vinigxih 

https://www.parliament.uk/about/independent-complaints-and-grievance-scheme/
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5802/cmselect/cmstandards/1183/report.html
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5802/cmselect/cmstandards/1183/report.html
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2021-11-16/debates/B3AC32DF-B65F-4CE8-8786-31D9EAF3A6E3/CommitteeOnStandards#contribution-28559EF4-740E-4FD6-B6CD-920B078FFA6F
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2021-11-16/debates/B3AC32DF-B65F-4CE8-8786-31D9EAF3A6E3/CommitteeOnStandards#contribution-99F72EC3-62B2-44F4-A56C-1E8611D342EE
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2021-11-16/debates/B3AC32DF-B65F-4CE8-8786-31D9EAF3A6E3/CommitteeOnStandards#contribution-C104D9CC-72A9-47AE-9B42-549EFB78DFC4
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/290/committee-on-standards/news/160473/standards-committee-announce-new-evidence-sessions-on-reform-of-code-of-conduct-for-mps/
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/290/committee-on-standards/news/160473/standards-committee-announce-new-evidence-sessions-on-reform-of-code-of-conduct-for-mps/
https://twitter.com/BBCr4today/status/1501492945261895680
https://twitter.com/BBCr4today/status/1501492945261895680
https://www.parliament.uk/globalassets/documents/conduct-in-parliament/bullying-and-harassment-policy.pdf
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2022/march-2022/independent-expert-panel-reprimands-former-speaker-john-bercow-for-being-a-serial-bully/
https://www.itv.com/news/2022-03-08/former-speaker-john-bercow-found-to-be-serial-bully-and-serial-liar
https://twitter.com/ConUnit_MyAV��/status/1483458121607622659
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2839
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2839
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/4341269.stm
https://binghamcentre.biicl.org/publications/government-amendments-to-the-police-crime-sentencing-and-courts-bill-a-rule-of-law-analysis
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2022-01-17/debates/D4DCBA9B-3C6A-4F1C-B932-5E04908DF13C/PoliceCrimeSentencingAndCourtsBill#contribution-46050867-B3C0-4778-A693-C7E77DFEBE83
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2859
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/sn06111/
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https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2021-11-30/debates/14C752DA-355F-4088-ABDD-C23722474528/DissolutionAndCallingOfParliamentBill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2022-01-25/debates/AEEB7DFB-3FB5-495B-B705-A28CB0602983/DissolutionAndCallingOfParliamentBill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2022-02-09/debates/B64A4892-4F08-4DDD-AEF9-101093D87DDB/DissolutionAndCallingOfParliamentBill
https://constitution-unit.com/2021/09/08/the-dissolution-and-calling-of-parliament-bill-why-the-house-of-commons-should-retain-control-over-dissolution/
https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/45205/documents/1396
https://votes.parliament.uk/votes/lords/division/2683
https://votes.parliament.uk/votes/lords/division/2683
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2022-01-25/debates/AEEB7DFB-3FB5-495B-B705-A28CB0602983/DissolutionAndCallingOfParliamentBill#contribution-8B21DC91-8770-496D-A474-9DC0A5AE3A3F
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ukhouseoflords/48922997646/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/ukhouseoflords/
/constitution-unit/news/2021/nov/monitor-79-what-democratic-backsliding-feels
https://constitution-unit.com/2022/03/09/the-house-of-lords-amendment-to-the-dissolution-and-calling-of-parliament-bill-returns-appropriate-power-to-mps-they-should-accept-it/
https://constitution-unit.com/2022/03/09/the-house-of-lords-amendment-to-the-dissolution-and-calling-of-parliament-bill-returns-appropriate-power-to-mps-they-should-accept-it/
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/8750/documents/88648/default/
https://www.restorationandrenewal.uk/about-us/the-sponsor-body
https://www.restorationandrenewal.uk/about-us/the-delivery-authority
https://www.restorationandrenewal.uk/about-us/the-delivery-authority
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2022-02-03/debates/0AC55A35-7CE2-4184-BE8D-401F1CA4BCC4/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-B71E1B5B-1E5B-4416-9A50-74BFABFDDF40
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/8846/documents/89138/default/
https://www.politico.eu/article/dozens-warned-of-asbestos-exposure-after-incident-in-uk-parliament/
/constitution-unit/news/2021/nov/monitor-79-what-democratic-backsliding-feels
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/prime-minister-pledges-brexit-freedoms-bill-to-cut-eu-red-tape
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-benefits-of-brexit
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/17603553/sun-readers-tell-me-of-eu-regulation-abolished/
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/blog/brexit-freedoms-bill-parliament
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irefpi wmkrmĂgerx tspmg} glerki {mxl srp} qmrmqep 
parliamentary scrutiny. As the Hansard Society and 
Bingham Centre for the Rule of Law have pointed out0 
xlmw viăigxw long-standing problems with the scrutiny 
process for delegated legislation. 

Xli Lsywi sj Gsqqsrw Iyvstier Wgvyxmr} Gsqqmxxii mw 
currently conducting an inquiry into the future of retained 
IY pe{0 {lmgl mxw glemv0 Fmpp Gewl0 has said will address 
the potential mechanisms for its amendment. The inquiry 
has published a call for evidence: submissions can be 
sent to the committee online and the deadline for doing 
so is 18 April. 

UK–EU Parliamentary Partnership Assembly

Mr ievp} Higiqfiv0 tevpmeqirx ekviih xs xli YOùw 
participation in the YOôIY Tevpmeqirxev} Tevxrivwlmt 
Assembly (PPA) – an interparliamentary forum for the UK 
erh Iyvstier tevpmeqirxw xs hmwgyww xli mqtpiqirxexmsr sj 
the Trade and Cooperation Agreement (TCA) that sets out 
xli YOôIY tswx1Fvi|mx vipexmsrwlmt2 Xli TTE lew rs jsvqep 
higmwmsr1qeomrk vspi0 fyx ger viuyiwx mrjsvqexmsr jvsq ô 
and make recommendations to – the Partnership Council0  

https://ukconstitutionallaw.org/2022/02/17/oliver-garner-and-tom-west-brexit-freedoms-risks-and-opportunities-certainty-and-uncertainty-in-the-revision-of-retained-eu-law/
https://www.hansardsociety.org.uk/projects/delegated-legislation-review
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/6492/
https://committees.parliament.uk/oralevidence/3414/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/call-for-evidence/713
https://committees.parliament.uk/submission/#/evidence/713/scope
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/the-uk-eu-parliamentary-partnership-assembly/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/the-uk-eu-parliamentary-partnership-assembly/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/relations-non-eu-countries/relations-united-kingdom/eu-uk-trade-and-cooperation-agreement_en
https://ukandeu.ac.uk/the-facts/what-is-the-partnership-council/
https://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/offices/delegations/uk-eu-parliamentary-partnership-assembly-delegation/uk-eu-parliamentary-partnership-assembly/
/constitution-unit/news/2021/nov/monitor-79-what-democratic-backsliding-feels
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3020
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5802/cmselect/cmpubadm/597/summary.html
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/constitution-unit/
/constitution-unit/get-involved/subscribe
https://constitution-unit.com
/constitution-unit/research/elections-and-referendums/independent-commission-referendums
/constitution-unit/research/elections-and-referendums/independent-commission-referendums
/constitution-unit/get-involved/giving
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https://www.electoral-reform.org.uk/voting-systems/types-of-voting-system/supplementary-vote/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Official_portrait_of_Mrs_Kemi_Badenoch_crop_2.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://votes.parliament.uk/Votes/Commons/Division/1195
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/who-we-are-and-what-we-do/our-views-and-research/key-correspondence/letter-commissioners-strategy-and-policy-statement-measures-elections-bill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2022-02-23/debates/C2C4E1E1-857D-432A-B3EC-916587E528CB/ElectionsBill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2911
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt5802/jtselect/jtonlinesafety/129/12902.htm
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5802/cmselect/cmcumeds/1039/report.html
https://constitution-unit.com/2021/12/23/the-draft-online-safety-bill-the-view-of-the-joint-committee/
https://constitution-unit.com/2022/01/27/joint-committee-on-the-draft-online-safety-bill-steps-in-the-right-direction-for-democracy/
https://constitution-unit.com/2022/03/04/democracy-and-the-draft-online-safety-bill-report-of-the-digital-culture-media-and-sport-committee
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They disagreed on some of the mechanisms for such 
wgvyxmr}0 ls{iziv> xli Nsmrx Gsqqmxxii tvstswih e ri{0 
permanent Joint Committee on Digital Regulation; but 
the DCMS Committee opposed this as a duplication of 
its own ’constitutional role’.

Both committees also criticised the weakness of the 
draft bill’s measures against disinformation and other 
related harms to democracy. The Joint Committee 
proposed a range of measures to tackle disinformation 
erh qmwmrjsvqexmsr2 Mx ehhih0 øHmwmrjsvqexmsr erh 
misinformation surrounding elections are a risk to 
democracy. Disinformation which aims to disrupt 
elections must be addressed by legislation’ – either 
xli Srpmri Wejix} Fmpp sv xli gyvvirx Ipigxmsrw Fmpp2 Xli 
HGQW Gsqqmxxii0 qier{lmpi0 wemh xlex xli hiĂrmxmsr 
of harmful content should ‘explicitly account for any 
intention of electoral interference and voter suppression’. 
Both committees urged better protections for legitimate 
speech in the democratic sphere.

The government had not yet responded formally to either 
report when Monitor went to press. But it has committed 
to strengthening the bill in several respects from the draft 
– including tighter rules on illegal content. The timetable 
jsv fvmrkmrk xli Ărep fmpp jsv{evh mw rsx }ix ors{r2

Boundary reviews 

The review of constituency boundaries for elections to 
the House of Commons has moved to its secondary 
consultation period. Responses to the four Boundary 
Commissions’ initial proposals have been published. 
The secondary consultation period gives individuals 
and organisations an opportunity to comment on those 
responses – either in writing or at public hearings – 
before the Commissions decide whether to amend  
their proposals.

The number of responses during the primary 
consultation period varied widely across the four parts 
sj xli YO> 780648 mr Irkperh0 55-ԏMЏ͞ɎǮŮǎƮ erh6h0msr er

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/online-safety-law-to-be-strengthened-to-stamp-out-illegal-content
https://www.bcs2023review.com/
https://bcomm-wales.gov.uk/reviews/12-21/representations-received-during-initial-consultation-period
https://www.boundarycommission.org.uk/2023-review/representations-received/stage/initial
https://bcomm-wales.gov.uk/reviews?f_review_type_term_target_id=7
https://www.climateassembly.scot/
https://www.climateassembly.scot/
https://www.climateassembly.scot/statement-of-response
https://archive2021.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13606&i=123470#ScotParlOR
https://archive2021.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13606&i=123470#ScotParlOR
/constitution-unit/research/deliberative-democracy/democracy-uk-after-brexit/citizens-assembly-democracy-uk
/constitution-unit/news/2022/jan/people-want-politicians-act-integrity-says-citizens-assembly
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‘Partygate’ prompts changes at Number 10 
and Cabinet Office

On 30 November the Daily Mirror reported that there had 
been parties at Number 10 in the run up to Christmas 
64640 e tivmsh {lir xli viwx sj xli gsyrxv} {ew mr 
lockdown.

Downing Street initially denied that any party had taken 
tpegi0 fyx mr xli jspps{mrk {iiow wxsvmiw sj wmqmpev izirxw 
emerged: in the Prime Minister’s flat0 in the Cabinet room 
sr xli Tvmqi Qmrmwxivùw fmvxlhe}0 erh in the garden of 
Number 102 Xli Tvmqi Qmrmwxivùw sʇgmep wtsoiwtivwsr 
Allegra Stratton resigned on 8 December after appearing 
xs nsoi efsyx xli qexxiv ex e qsgo tviww gsrjivirgi2 

Cabinet Secretary Simon Case was initially tasked with 
piehmrk er mrziwxmkexmsr0 fyx uymgop} stepped aside 
after it was reported that one of the events took place 
mr lmw sʇgi2 Wyi Kve}0 wigsrh Tivqerirx Wigvixev} ex 
the Department for Levelling Up and a former Director 
Kirivep sj Tvstvmix} erh Ixlmgw mr xli Gefmrix Sʇgi0 
took over the investigation. Days before she was due 
xs vitsvx0 xli Qixvstspmxer Tspmgi announced that it 
{ew peyrglmrk mxw s{r mruymv}2 Kve} xlivijsvi hipe}ih 
tyfpmwlmrk liv Ărhmrkw mr jypp0 mrwxieh tvshygmrk er 
interim report on 31 January. It stated that there had 
fiir 5: økexlivmrkwù0 sj {lmgl 56 vieglih xli |

https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/politics/boris-johnson-broke-covid-lockdown-25585238
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2022/jan/31/sue-gray-report-criticises-no-10-over-difficult-to-justify-parties
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2022/jan/26/ambushed-with-a-cake-defence-of-boris-johnson-inspires-mirth
https://news.sky.com/story/boris-johnson-says-nobody-told-me-no-10-lockdown-garden-party-was-against-the-rules-12519115
https://news.sky.com/story/boris-johnson-says-nobody-told-me-no-10-lockdown-garden-party-was-against-the-rules-12519115
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2021/dec/08/allegra-stratton-leaves-cop26-role-after-no-10-christmas-party-video
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-59701369
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2022/jan/25/met-police-investigating-downing-street-parties-cressida-dick-says
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/investigation-into-alleged-gatherings-on-government-premises-during-covid-restrictions-update
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-statement-on-the-sue-gray-report-31-january-2022
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/blog/boris-johnson-office-prime-minister
https://twitter.com/BBCPolitics/status/1488180391458578434?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-60204842
https://www.newstatesman.com/politics/conservatives/2022/02/night-of-the-long-knives-at-downing-street
https://www.newstatesman.com/politics/uk-politics/2022/02/how-can-steve-barclay-be-no-10-chief-of-staff-and-remain-a-minister
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-60319648
https://www.flickr.com/photos/number10gov/51871923716/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/number10gov/51871923716/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/number10gov/
https://www.flickr.com/people/number10gov/
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2022/feb/09/pm-criticised-for-making-mark-spencer-leader-of-the-commons
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-60305006
https://www.civilserviceworld.com/professions/article/reesmogg-sets-out-plans-to-shrink-civil-service-and-get-it-under-control
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-60366086
https://rookirwinsweeney.co.uk/high-court-rules-that-government-acted-illegally-by-operating-a-vip-lane-when-awarding-ppe-contracts-in-a-judicial-review-brought-by-our-clients-good-law-project-and-everydoctor/
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2022/jan/24/minister-resigns-in-protest-at-handling-of-fraudulent-covid-loans
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answering a Private Notice Question (equivalent to a 
Commons Urgent Question) in the House of Lords. 
He said that he felt unable to defend the ‘desperately 
inadequate’ anti-fraud measures protecting the 
COVID-19 business loan schemes. The National Audit 
Sʇgi estimated that the schemes lost £4.9 billion as a 
consequence and Agnew told peers that the Treasury 
ettievih øxs lezi rs ors{pihki sj0 sv pmxxpi mrxiviwx mr0 
the consequences of fraud to our economy or society’. 

Sr 7 Qevgl0 Ekri{ gave evidence to the Lords Fraud 
Act 2006 and Digital Fraud Committee. He said that 
he had spent a lot of time attempting to ‘generate 
qsvi mrxiviwx erh gsrgivrù {mxlmr kszivrqirx0 erh 
partially attributed his lack of success to the ‘siloing’ of 
hitevxqirxw erh e pego sj ønsmr ytù2 Li vigsqqirhih 
xlex e ølmkliv1tvsĂpiù qmrmwxiv wlsyph fi viwtsrwmfpi 
for counter-fraud and that a new government ‘unit’ 
wlsyph fi gviexih xlex ger lsph hmʆivirx tevxw sj xli 
government to account. 

Electoral Commission report on Downing 
Street flat 

Sr = Higiqfiv xli Ipigxsvep Gsqqmwwmsr published 
the conclusion of its investigation into payments for the 
vijyvfmwlqirx sj xli Tvmqi Qmrmwxivùw Hs{rmrk Wxviix ăex2 Mx 
found that the Conservative Party had failed to accurately 

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2022/jan/29/how-the-uk-government-lost-49bn-to-covid-loan
https://parliamentlive.tv/Event/Index/46a9a341-1118-4ae8-b7ba-da7ba0d4fdda
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/who-we-are-and-what-we-do/our-enforcement-work/investigations/report-investigation-conservative-and-unionist-party-recording-and-reporting-payments
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2022/jan/06/no-10-refurb-lord-geidt-criticises-pm-but-says-he-did-not-deliberately-mislead
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/advice-from-the-independent-adviser-on-ministers-interests-december-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/upholding-standards-in-public-life-published-report
https://www.civilserviceworld.com/news/article/former-home-office-perm-sec-rutnam-settles-constructive-dismissal-case
https://www.civilserviceworld.com/news/article/former-home-office-perm-sec-rutnam-settles-constructive-dismissal-case
/constitution-unit/news/2021/mar/monitor-77-change-continuity-and-uncertain-future-union
https://www.civilserviceworld.com/professions/article/home-office-perm-sec-resigns-over-priti-patel-row-and-vows-to-sue-government-for-constructive-dismissal
/constitution-unit/sites/constitution-unit/files/monitor_74.pdf
https://www.civilserviceworld.com/in-depth/article/dave-penman-why-the-fda-launched-a-judicial-review-over-pms-support-for-patel
https://www.politicshome.com/news/article/priti-patel-did-bully-staff-but-pm-decides-no-further-action
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/937010/Findings_of_the_Independent_Adviser.pdf
https://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Admin/2021/3279.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/appointment-of-baroness-gisela-stuart-to-the-post-of-first-civil-service-commissioner
https://committees.parliament.uk/oralevidence/3390/html/
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5802/cmselect/cmpubadm/984/report.html
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The Royal Family and the law

Sr 57 Neryev}0 xli erxm1qsrevgl} kvsyt Vityfpmg 
released a letter signed by more than 150 former 
members of the Armed Forces asking the Queen to 
strip Prince Andrew of his eight British military titles. 
The reason given was his conduct in relation to the civil 
case Ăpih f} Zmvkmrme Kmyʆvi0 {ls eppikih wli leh fiir 
jsvgih mrxs wi|yep irgsyrxivw {mxl lmq2 Xli weqi he}0 
Buckingham Palace announced that ‘the Duke of York’s 
qmpmxev} eʇpmexmsrw erh Vs}ep texvsrekiw lezi fiir 
returned to the Queen’ and he will no longer use the title 
‘His Royal Highness’. 

E qsrxl pexiv0 Tvmrgi Erhvi{ wixxpih xli gpemq ekemrwx 
him for an undisclosed sum. He made no admission of 
kympx0 {lmgl mw e wxerhevh gsrhmxmsr sj wygl wixxpiqirxw2  
It is incredibly unlikely that he will ever return as a 
working royal. 

The Metropolitan Police has launched an investigation 
jspps{mrk eppikexmsrw xlex xli Tvmrgiùw Jsyrhexmsr0 
sj {lmgl Tvmrgi Glevpiw mw tviwmhirx0 sʆivih lipt mr 
wigyvmrk e ormklxlssh jsv sri sj mxw hsrsvw0 Qeljsy~ 
fmr Qeljsy~2 Xli glevmx}ùw Glmij I|igyxmzi0 Qmgleip 
Je{gixx0 resigned in November following an independent 
mrziwxmkexmsr f} eyhmxsvw Ivrwx erh ]syrk mrxs mxw 
fundraising practices. The police investigation will focus 
sr eppikexmsrw sj sʆirgiw yrhiv xli Honours (Prevention 
of Abuses) Act 19250 {lmgl virhivw xli wepi sj lsrsyvw 
yrpe{jyp2 Qeljsy~ {ew e{evhih er lsrsvev} GFI ex e 
tvmzexi mrziwxmxyvi jspps{mrk hsrexmsrw xs Hyqjvmiw Lsywi0 
which is part of the Prince’s Foundation. These events 
prompted the Charity Commission to open a statutory 
inquiry mrxs xli Fyvoiùw Tiiveki Jsyrhexmsr0 hyi xs mxw 
pmrow xs xli Qeljsy~ Jsyrhexmsr0 {lmgl xli Gsqqmwwmsr 
has been investigating since November. Children and the 
Evxw0 {lmgl lew Tvmrgi Glevpiw ew e texvsr0 referred itself 
to the same regulator back in September.  

Prince Harry ettpmih jsv nyhmgmep vizmi{ sj e Lsqi Sʇgi 
decision to deny him police protection when he visits the 
YO0 hiwtmxi lmw gsqqmxqirx xs te} jsv xli gswxw sj wygl 
a service himself. The Duke of Sussex says his private 
wigyvmx} xieq gerrsx vitpmgexi xli {svo sj xli tspmgi0 
given the latter’s legal authority and access to local 
intelligence. He lost his taxpayer-funded police security 
after he stepped back from royal duties in 2020.

The Independent Human Rights Act Review

The Independent Human Rights Act Review ,MLVEV-0 
glemvih f} jsvqiv Gsyvx sj Ettiep nyhki Tixiv Kvsww0 
was published by the government on 7 December. A 
{iio pexiv0 sr 58 Higiqfiv0 Psvh Glergippsv Hsqmrmg 
Veef gsrĂvqih hyvmrk a Commons debate on the report 
that the government had commenced a consultation on 
a proposed package of ‘reforms’ to the human rights 
framework of the UK. 

Lord Chancellor Dominic Raab7901000130003>Tj
0 -1.5 Td
[<004A004F092.1 <0015A00030130003>]TJ
/5600500300490060001 Tf
0 Tw 0 -1.5 Td0 -1.5 Td
[05600A09T0 6p2n 7 December

https://www.republic.org.uk/british_military_veterans_call_on_queen_to_sack_andrew
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2021/aug/09/virginia-giuffre-sues-prince-andrew-jeffrey-epstein
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2021/aug/09/virginia-giuffre-sues-prince-andrew-jeffrey-epstein
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/prince-andrews-legal-team-decline-comment-us-court-decision-2022-01-13/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-60393843
https://www.reuters.com/world/uk/no-way-back-prince-andrew-after-abuse-settlement-royal-watchers-say-2022-02-15/
https://www.reuters.com/world/uk/uk-police-probe-cash-for-honours-allegations-prince-charless-charity-2022-02-16/
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2021/nov/12/prince-charless-former-aide-quits-as-charity-boss-amid-cash-for-honours-claims
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Geo5/15-16/72
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Geo5/15-16/72
https://www.civilsociety.co.uk/news/inquiry-launched-into-fourth-charity-linked-to-prince-of-wales-cash-for-honours-claims.html
https://www.civilsociety.co.uk/news/inquiry-launched-into-fourth-charity-linked-to-prince-of-wales-cash-for-honours-claims.html
https://www.civilsociety.co.uk/news/charity-commission-opens-inquiry-into-third-charity-linked-to-prince-of-wales.html
https://www.civilsociety.co.uk/news/prince-charles-charity-commission.html
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2022/jan/15/prince-harry-presses-for-police-protection-to-visit-uk-with-family
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-51040751
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/independent-human-rights-act-review
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2021-12-14/debates/4235318A-10FB-4485-8743-50BF677E929A/HumanRightsLegislation
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/human-rights/human-rights-act-reform/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/192333790@N05/51683544722/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/192333790@N05/
https://www.flickr.com/people/192333790@N05/
/constitution-unit/news/2021/nov/monitor-79-what-democratic-backsliding-feels
https://ukhumanrightsblog.com/2022/01/24/the-independent-human-rights-act-review-and-the-governments-bill-of-rights/
https://www.lawgazette.co.uk/news/human-rights-act-consultation-not-a-response-to-my-report-gross/5111359.article
https://www.lawgazette.co.uk/news/human-rights-act-consultation-not-a-response-to-my-report-gross/5111359.article
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/42/contents


https://rozenberg.substack.com/p/rights-consultation-delayed?s=r
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3035
https://www.supremecourt.uk/cases/uksc-2010-0176.html
https://www.supremecourt.uk/cases/uksc-2010-0176.html
https://www.3pbdirect.co.uk/faq/what-is-a-quashing-order/
https://consoc.org.uk/the-judicial-review-and-courts-bill-how-much-space-is-left-for-the-rule-of-law/
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt5802/jtselect/jtrights/884/88402.htm
https://ukhumanrightsblog.com/incorporated-rights/articles-index/article-13/
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/contact-or-visit-us/press-office/press-releases/new-bill-risks-weakening-checks-on-power
https://ukconstitutionallaw.org/2021/11/23/samuel-beswick-prospective-quashing-and-the-rule-of-law/
https://www.libertyhumanrights.org.uk/issue/liberty-responds-to-judicial-review-bill-vote/
https://www.libertyhumanrights.org.uk/issue/liberty-responds-to-judicial-review-bill-vote/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2022-02-21/debates/4C9F3839-15A8-4BC7-85E8-370C17341960/JudicialReviewAndCourtsBill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2022-02-21/debates/4C9F3839-15A8-4BC7-85E8-370C17341960/JudicialReviewAndCourtsBill
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/690527/Joint_Ministerial_Committee_communique%CC%81-_14_March_2018.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-review-of-intergovernmental-relations
https://constitution-unit.com/2022/01/19/green-shoots-for-the-union-the-joint-review-of-intergovernmental-relations/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/316157/MoU_between_the_UK_and_the_Devolved_Administrations.pdf
https://constitution-unit.com/2022/01/19/green-shoots-for-the-union-the-joint-review-of-intergovernmental-relations/
https://constitution-unit.com/2022/01/19/green-shoots-for-the-union-the-joint-review-of-intergovernmental-relations/
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I|xivrep gsqqirxev} geyxmsrih xlex0 {lmpi xli vizmi{ 
tvszmhih jsv wmkrmĂgerxp} mqtvszih evverkiqirxw sr 
tetiv0 xli glerkiw {ivi rigiwwev} fyx mrwyʇgmirx 
jsv irwyvmrk xli iʆigxmzi erh qiermrkjyp stivexmsr sj 
MKV2 Mr e report {lmgl wxvsrkp} ehzsgexih økviexiv nsmrx 
{svomrkù fix{iir kszivrqirxw0 xli Lsywi sj Psvhw 
Constitution Committee concluded that the review 
‘appears to have addressed many of the defects in 
xli tvizmsyw wxvygxyviù2 Ls{iziv0 mx epws evkyih xlex 
the success of the new arrangements would depend 
on whether the governments are ‘committed to using 
the new structures to cooperate on achieving shared 
sfnigxmziw0 vexliv xler wmqtp} qerekmrk ô sv xeomrk 
sttsvxyrmxmiw xs eggirxyexi ô xlimv hmʆivirgiwù2 
Gsrwxmxyxmsr Yrmx Jipps{ Tvsjiwwsv Rmgspe QgI{ir 
similarly stressed that ‘the proof will be in the practice’.

One indication of continuing intergovernmental tension 
was the UK government’s announcement of legislation 
xs vizmwi xli tvsgiww jsv eqirhmrk vixemrih IY pe{ ,wii 
tekiw 9ô:-0 {lmgl {ew kviixih f} familiar complaints 
about a lack of consultation. The devolved administrations 
sʆivih e qsvi qm|ih viwtsrwi xs Rsziqfivùw Union 
Connectivity Review of transport infrastructure. It was 
criticised by Scottish First Minister Nicola Sturgeon as ‘a 

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld5802/ldselect/ldconst/142/14202.htm
https://www.centreonconstitutionalchange.ac.uk/news-and-opinion/worth-wait-reforming-intergovernmental-relations
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-60191402
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/union-connectivity-review-final-report
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/union-connectivity-review-final-report
https://www.holyrood.com/news/view,nicola-sturgeon-accuses-uk-government-of-transport-power-grab
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-59420099
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-59420099
https://www.centreonconstitutionalchange.ac.uk/news-and-opinion/union-connectivity-review-and-unionism
https://thecritic.co.uk/issues/november-2021/putting-muscle-behind-the-union/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1039472/Thirteenth_EUWA_and_Common_Frameworks_Report.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/uk-common-frameworks
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/levelling-up-the-united-kingdom
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/explainers/county-deals
https://www.harrogateadvertiser.co.uk/news/politics/north-yorkshire-and-york-mayor-could-be-elected-in-2024-as-devolution-plans-progress-3554302
https://www.harrogateadvertiser.co.uk/news/politics/north-yorkshire-and-york-mayor-could-be-elected-in-2024-as-devolution-plans-progress-3554302
https://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/government-outline-levelling-up-plans-22952436
https://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/government-outline-levelling-up-plans-22952436
https://www.lgcplus.com/politics/devolution-and-economic-growth/exclusive-burnham-set-to-begin-fast-track-devo-talks-14-02-2022/
https://www.wmca.org.uk/news/plans-to-give-greater-powers-to-the-west-midlands-welcomed-as-levelling-up-strategy-is-published/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/192333790@N05/51826159273/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/192333790@N05/51826159273/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/192333790@N05/
https://www.flickr.com/people/192333790@N05/
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Northern Ireland

On 3 February the Democratic Unionist Party (DUP) 
acted on its long-standing threat to withdraw from 
xli Rsvxlivr Mviperh I|igyxmzi mr tvsxiwx ekemrwx xli 
Northern Ireland Protocol (see opposite for more details). 
Xli HYT Jmvwx Qmrmwxiv0 Teyp Kmzer0 wxittih hs{r0 
which by law also removed Michelle O’Neill of Sinn Féin 
as deputy First Minister. Other ministers – regardless of 
xlimv tevx} eʇpmexmsr ô viqemr mr tswx2 [mxlsyx xli Jmvwx 
Qmrmwxiv erh hityx}0 ls{iziv0 xlivi ger fi rs I|igyxmzi 
meetings to approve contentious or crosscutting 
qiewyviw0 piezmrk qmrmwxivw {mxl pmqmxih jviihsq sj 
action. Finance Minister Conor Murphy warned of 
money that cannot be spent in the absence of an agreed 
fyhkix0 eqmh egyxi hmʇgypxmiw mr xli RLW erh sxliv 
public services. The DUP’s boycott sj xli Fipjewx3Kssh 
Jvmhe} Ekviiqirxùw RsvxlôWsyxl mrwxmxyxmsrw0 fikyr pewx 
}iev0 {mpp rs hsyfx gsrxmryi ô hiwtmxi xli High Court 
again ruling it illegal0 fyx ypxmqexip} fi}srh pikep viqih}2 
Xli sxliv qemr tevxmiw epp gvmxmgmwih Kmzerùw viwmkrexmsr0 
including the Ulster Unionist Party0 {lmgl jievih mx {ew 
ultimately contrary to unionist interests. 

There is no doubt an element of election tactics in the 
DUP’s actions and timing: recent polling shows it unlikely 
to be the largest party after the upcoming Assembly 
ipigxmsrw0 pswmrk e pevki tvstsvxmsr sj mxw ievpmiv zsxi0 
although that decline was less severe than in other 
recent polls. 

Assembly elections will proceed on 5 May as scheduled. 
Xliviejxiv0 yrhiv vigirx Westminster legislation0 
riksxmexmsrw xs viwxsvi xli I|igyxmzi qe} ks sr jsv 
yt xs 68 {iiow0 ejxiv {lmgl jyvxliv ipigxmsrw qywx fi 
geppih2 Mx qe} fi tevxmgypevp} hmʇgypx xs tyx xskixliv e 
jyrgxmsrmrk I|igyxmzi2 Hmʆivirgiw sziv xli Tvsxsgsp evi 
sri jegxsv? fyx ersxliv mw xlex jsv xli Ăvwx xmqi e yrmsrmwx 
tevx} mw yrpmoip} xs fi xli pevkiwx mr xli Ewwiqfp}0 erh 
will therefore lack the right to nominate the First Minister 
– instead appointing the deputy First Minister. The two 
tswxwù ts{ivw evi irxmvip} nsmrx erh iuyep0 fyx xli HYT 
has long played up the importance of a unionist First 
Qmrmwxiv> mj mx mw xli pevkiwx yrmsrmwx tevx}0 vixviex {mpp fi 
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Bob Morris was quoted in an Express report on  
the news that the Duchess of Cornwall was to be 
mrhygxih mrxs xli Svhiv sj xli Kevxiv ,9 Neryev}-2 

The publication of partial results of the Citizens’ 
Assembly on Democracy in the UK was reported on   cm
0 0Td
( )Tj
0.009 Tc pEs of Cor0S98on 
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Upcoming events 

The Platinum Jubilee and Future of the Monarchy

Bob Morris0 Lsrsvev} Wirmsv Viwievgl Ewwsgmexi ex 
xli Gsrwxmxyxmsr Yrmx0 Carolyn Harris0 Mrwxvygxsv mr 
Lmwxsv} ex xli Yrmzivwmx} sj Xsvsrxs0 Craig Prescott0 
Lecturer in Law at the University of Bangor. 

Chair: Robert Hazell0 jsvqiv Hmvigxsv sj xli 
Constitution Unit. 

17 March at 6pm. 
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