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Now, in partnership with the UCL SDGs Initiative (SDGI, established in 2020ς21 in the lead-up to 

Beyond Boundaries) UCL Grand Challenges and UCL Global Engagement are offering a second 

opportunity for UCL-based researchers to secure support for research-related activities designed to 

hasten progress towards the achievement of the SDGs.   

OUR PROVOCATION  

The 17 SDGs and their 169 targets interact and blur beyond sectoral, disciplinary or geographical 

boundaries with multiple interdependencies. In their 2015 book, Thinking Beyond Sectors for 

Sustainable Development, Jeff Waage et al proposed a framework for classifying and clustering goals 

and their interactions, as a means to identify different problems and potential solutions.  Applicants 

to this call are encouraged to submit proposals that address the positive and negative interactions 

between goals at ²ŀŀƎŜΩǎ three levels, grouped by intended outcomes: Wellbeing (SDGs 1, 3, 4, 5, 

10, 16); Infrastructure (SDGs 2, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12) and Natural Environment (SDGs 13, 14, 15). [NB 

Dƻŀƭ мтΣ ΨtŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DƻŀƭǎΩΣ ŎǳǘǘƛƴƎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǿŀǎ 

highlighted in the Beyond Boundaries conference as a key factor in interventions designed to 

produce target success in the goals.] The initiative also encourages attention to target attainment at 

one of three exemplar geographical scales: Local/London, National/UK, or Global.  
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ŀǿŀǊŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭ, might be appropriate to 

ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜ ŀǘ ¦/[Ωǎ ƴŜȄǘ {5Dǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ ΨBeyond Boundaries 2’. BB2 is planned to coincide with the 
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